Asian Animal Protection Network

When the cuteness wears off, where do pet monkeys go?

So you've seen those cute monkeys and chimps on TV or in the movies, and you want one of your own for a pet.
The animals you saw were all very young. Trainers replace them when they reach adulthood. Where would you
send yours? Most end up living long lives in cages, abandoned, alone, sold to a roadside zoo, or destroyed.

Primates are wild animals and not pets. They are aggressive and attack even their owners. Hand rearing does
not stop this behavior. Taking a baby primate away from her mother and siblings can start a lifetime of mental
instability. The babies who are sold as pets because they’re cute, lovable, and seemingly manageable, soon
become very hard to handle. They are easily excited and relieve themselves immediately on anything,
anywhere. They’re also destructive. A five-pound monkey can chew up everything, and a three-year-old
chimpanzee is as strong as an adult. Before long, they’re no longer safe to handle and end up caged.

Since primates can live 30 to 50 years, getting a primate as a pet starts a tragic journey for that tiny creature.
The journey that begins badly in separation from her mother and family ends badly as well, in premature
death or solitary confinement for over 40 years.

Keep the wild in your heart, not in your home.
Make no wild or exotic creature a pet.
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